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A COURSE OF STUDY IN GOOD WILL
FANNIE FERN ANDREWS,
Secretary, American School Peace League, Boston, Mass.
The object of any course in moral instruction is to train the in-
dividual to become an upright and useful member of society. To
define the elements of character which make such a citizen, and his
duties and obligations implied in that capacity, is, therefore, the
first step in the making of a course in morals. Every teacher should
have in his hands a definite course in moral training, for the chief
concern of the public school is the development of character. This
is based on certain elemental virtues, which must be inculcated
systematically and with definite appeal. While the school itself, with
its orderly procedure and the constant demands for the exhibition
of moral qualities, offers a great opportunity for character develop-
ment, yet the teacher must have in mind a specific course of in-
struction. To teach the virtues, however, as abstract ideals; in
other words, to develop the moral life of the child merely as an in-
dividual, fails to develop character. He must be made aware of his
relation to his fellows and his obligations to society.
As soon as a child is old enough to be conscious of ties outside
his own being, he is ready for definite instruction in the principles
of character, which should always be taught in application to defi-
nite action. A course of study should begin with the first grade of
the elementary school and should there deal with the child's life in
his immediate relations with the objects about him. The child's
first consciousness of his relation to others develops in his contact
with home life and with pets and playmates. His next important
activity concerns himself as a member of the school, then as a mem-
ber of his town or city, as a citizen of his country, and finally as a
citizen of the world. This latter consideration is sometimes overlooked,
but since international relations have developed on such a permanent
and progressive basis during the past dozen years, any course in moral
training, if it deals with the obligations of a citizen, must consider his
action in this broad relationship. Right action in all these direc-
tions is the complete triumph of moral development.
The American School Peace League, whose object is to promote
the spirit of good-will among the peoples of the world, believes
that good-will is the elemental virtue which should govern the re-
lation of one with another, and that the inculcation of this spirit
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TEACHING GOOD WILL. 571
assures the teaching of the basic principles of character. One domi-
nated by the spirit of friendliness and co-operation, which good-will
implies, will inevitably display such virtues as kindness, obedience,
truthfulness, helpfulness, justice, usefulness, patriotism, heroism,
sympathy, honesty, unselfishness, comradeship, fidelity, and honor.
A course in morals, therefore, with good-will as a base, developed
in all its applications to outside life, as this unfolds to the child,
offers an adequate training in moral development.
The Committee on Methods of the Massachusetts branch of the
League* has worked out such a course in moral training, which it calls
a course of Btudy in good-will. The plan of the committee begins
in Grade I with the first lessons in good-will, basing instruction on
the natural contacts of the child at this age. Good-will at this
time, the committee believes, expresses itself through kindness and
helpfulness, and the committee outlines the teaching in Grade I as
kindness to playmates, kindness to animals, responsibility for clean-
liness, kindness to the needy, faithfulness, kindness of great men,
generosity, kindness in manner, quarreling and making peace, care
of plants and flowers.
In Grade II, the committee deals with the child's place in the
home, and outlines the teaching of helpfulness, obedience, trust-
worthiness in work, gratitude, other homes than ours, childhood of
great men, keeping your word, helpfulness to the old and feeble,
peace among the children, the Golden Rule.
In Grade III, the committee deals with the life of the child
in school and in playtime, and offers the following program: Loyal-
ty, perseverance, ways of service, self-control, respect for authority,
fair play, good work, cheerfulness under defeat and failure, peace in
the playground, working together.
In Grade IV, the course reaches out to the ties of the city or
town and considers the influence of the home and the school, the care
of parks and playgrounds, how to help fire and police departments,
the responsibility of each citizen for the public health, obedience
to city ordinances, loyalty to city officials, loyalty to city and state,
good-will among all classes of citizens, how can we help our city.
* Committee on Methods, Massachusetts branch, American School PeaceLeague: Albert L. Stafford, chairman, superintendent of schools, Chelsea;Mrs. Ella Lyman Cabot, member Massachusetts Board of Education; WilliamOrr, deputy commissioner, Massachusetts Board of Education; Wilbur F.Gordy, Hartford, Connecticut; Mrs. Emma S. Gulliver, principal, DlllawaySchool, Roxbury; George H. Blakeslee, professor of history, Clark College,Worcester; Miss Mabel L. Hill, State Normal School, Lowell; Miss Mary Mc-Sklmmdn, principal. Pierce School, Brookline; Asher J. Jacoby, superintendent
of schools, Milton; Clarence H. Dempsey, superintendent of schools. Maiden;P. E. Spauldlng, superintendent of schools, Newton; Mrs. Fannie Fern Andrews,405 Marlborough Street, Boston.
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572 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.
Grade V deals with good citizenship and teaches the value of
sympathy, fearlessness, courage to overcome difficulties, loyalty to
truth, self-sacrifice, the working members of society, living heroes,
everyday heroes, heroes of peace, heroes in our neighborhood.
Grade VI reaches out to the country and teaches the principles
which should govern the action of the citizen, through such subjects
as: heroic virtues of early settlers, the helpful characteristics of the
many nationalities who mould American life, government by the
people, the meaning of E Pluribus Unum, loyalty to the nation,
principles of our greatest statesmen, civic patriotism, conservation
of life, health, and national resources, friendships with other nations,
how can we serve our country.
It may seem advisable to change about the programs of the
last two grades, so that the subject of good citizenship may be
treated after the teaching of the principles which underly the insti-
tutions of a country. For Grades Vll and VTII, there are two al-
ternate plans. The first treats, the world family in Grade VII un-
der the topics: self-control—the American Indian, wit and humor—
the Irish, loyalty—the Jew, love of beauty—the Italian, patriotism
— the Greek, thoroughness — the German, industry — the Scandi-
navian, courtesy—the French, The Hague conferences, characteris-
tics of all nations. The subject for Grade VIII is Victory through
Service, with the following topics: Our need of one another, the fight
against disease, the fight for pure food, the fight for clean streets,
the fight for good government, education for service, recreations of
all nations, national flags, moral substitutes for war, the united world.
The alternate plan for Grade VII reaches out to the duties of
the citizen in the world community, and designates the study of the
following: "What we owe to Europe, what Asia has given the world,
the Pan-American bureau, national flags and songs, a good citizen
under any flag, justice between nations, national honor, The Hague
conferences, each nation's gift to the world.
Grade VIII teaches the foundations of the larger patriotism,
as follows: The interdependence of nations, principles of world prog-
ress, men and women who have contributed to the progress of
civilization, honor between nations, effects of war between nations,
moral substitutes for war, men who have promoted good-will be-
tween nations, growth of law promoting good-will, peace and good-
will through federation, the united world.
In reviewing this course, it will be seen that it ia based on the
duties of an individual as he by degrees takes his place as a mem-
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TEACHING GOOD WILL. 573
ber of society. Moreover, the course implies the teaching of the
basic institutions of society about which every pupil should learn,
and which is involved for the most part in the present teaching of
civics, literature, geography and history. The topics in Grades VII
and VIH in the alternate plan represent the obligations of the cit-
izen in his world relationship, and implies a study of international
relations which is usually not included in a course of study. The
League believes, however, that this should be taught, not only on
account of its moral lesson, but because of its importance in giving
a balanced conception of historical events. Every pupil in history
should be kept in touch with the great world events of universal
significance, and especially with those that concern his own country.
As to the method of using this course, I should recommend that
as far as possible it be correlated with the present work of the
school and form a part of the regular instruction. The pupil should
never know that he is receiving a lesson in moral training. To talk
about being good, for the sake of being good, is obnoxious, even to
the young child. All training should be indirect so far as the pupil
is concerned, but direct and systematic on the part of the teacher.
It is the aim of the committee to work out the definite correlations
of this outline with the regular course of study. This will be invalu-
able to the teacher. The committee also intends to collect suitable
material for each grade from history,, literature, geography, civics,
and other sources, to illustrate these lessons. Such material will be
printed in pamphlet form, one for each grade of school, together
with the full outline for all the grades. "When the course is com-
pleted, it will offer, no doubt, the most comprehensive plan of moral
training yet prepared for the use of schools.
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A PARENT-SCHOOL CLUB.
There are few, if any, ways in which persons interested in re-
ligious education can render larger service to the public schools than
in the promotion of parent-teacher clubs or school-parent associa-
tions. The annual report of the president of a recently organized
club recounts the steps of organization and the early activities in
such a way as to help those anxious to secure similar organizations.
On this account it is reprinted here practically complete:
During the fall and winter of 1910-1911, a few of the parents
of children in the Ray school, inspired and led by the active interest
of Mrs. 0. C. Helming, decided that the time had come when there
might be a generally hearty response to the proposal to establish a
Parents' Club in connection with the school. The new principal,
Mr. Rape, gave his personal endorsement to the movement, and as-
sured those interested of his co-operation. As a result of an in-
formal conference at the home of Mrs. Helming, a call was issued for
all parents and friends of the school to meet for the organization of
a club. One of those who was most active in promoting the enter-
prise said before the initial meeting, "If we get thirty people out, I
shall feel that it is an auspicious beginning." When he entered the
room at the school house, he found the seats already occupied, and
the janitor busily engaged in finding chairs to supplement the in-
adequate seating capacity. In spite of these generous efforts, it was
found necessary for husband and wife in many cases to compress
their double personality into the space intended for one child. Over
eighty persons were present to engage in the uninteresting formal
procedure of drawing up a constitution and electing officers. The
unexpectedly large response to the call gave assurance that the club,
if wisely organized and efficiently conducted, would meet a genuine
need in the neighborhood. The eagerness with which suggestions
and offers of service were volunteered gave promise of a social co-
operation of no ordinary sort. This large interest was continued in
the three successive meetings before the beginning of the summer
vacation. The Club on these occasions gave its attention to excel-
lent addresses by the principal and others qualified to speak sug-
gestively on the problems before us, and planned several co-operative
activities to be carried on through the agencies of committees ap-
pointed by the Club. The vigor and faithfulness of these committees
deserve the highest praise.
It is, of course, out of the question to record very many exten-
sive achievements during our short period of existence. But our en-
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A PABENT SCHOOL CLUB. 575
terprise has justified itself, in the mind of the president at least,
by the following facts:
1. Probably the most important result has been the promotion
of an acquaintance with the school on the part of the parents. Many
members of the club had never set foot inside the building where
their children were being educated until the Club called them out.
It is a splendid testimony to our confidence in our school that we are
willing to send our children year after year without any such scru-
tiny as we should be apt to give to a private institution caring for
our sons and daughters. "We know that the public schools are not
trying to make money out of the enterprise in which they are en-
gaged, and we take for granted an altruistic spirit which may be
trusted to seek the welfare of our youth without selfish interests.
Nevertheless, so long as teachers and parents are not acquainted, so
long as parents are ignorant of the actual conditions under which
the children study, it is possible for grave misunderstandings to
arise, making more difficult the work of discipline and instruction on
the part of the teaching force. The school cannot do its best work
without the sympathetic knowledge of its ideals and achievements
on the part of the parents. If the Club had accomplished nothing
more than the promotion of an acquaintance of parents with the
school building and with the teaching force, it would have been
worth while. The interesting pupils' exhibit, where mothers saw the
needlework of their children, and fathers saw their son's names
under drawings of more or less merit, was a liberal education to
many a parent, who had no definite idea of the way in which the
hands and mind of his child were being employed.
2. But the Club was from the first eager to act in ways which
should make the school a more wholesome place for their children.
The primary interest was naturally and rightfully in the realm of
co-operative activity. The first achievement was wrought through
the prompt and efficient work of a committee appointed for the pur-
pose of bringing to bear on the Board of Education the strong senti-
ment of the community in regard to certain sanitary conditions in
the school. As a result of the vigorous way in which they ap-
proached the board, bubbling cups were installed some months be-
fore the natural routine would have brought them, and the danger
of contagion from the common drinking cup during the spring was
greatly diminished. A thorough inspection of the buildings to ascer-
tain whether the children were unnecessarily exposed to danger from
fire revealed the fact that excellent conditions exist. Continued
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676 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.
efforts were made to devise means by which the limited play-ground
facilities of the school could be enlarged. One result was the dis-
covery of a portion of the school grounds which had been lying idle
behind a fence. This was fitted up with apparatus for the smallest
children, who now have what they have never before enjoyed, space
to play, with sand, swings, slides and other means of amusement, in
a little play-ground all their own, where larger children will not in-
terfere. It was hoped that the play-time of the other children might
be made much more agreeable and profitable by securing the expert
guidance of the games by a physical director. But the Board of Ed-
ucation very properly safeguards the education of our children by
forbidding any unauthorized person to give instruction of any kind
in connection with the school plant. The volunteer service which
had been generously promised in this realm was therefore not at the
disposal of the school. It is to be hoped that the Club will continue
to push a consideration of this important problem until there can be
an officially appointed supervisor of play who shall make the play-
hour contribute its share toward the making of wholesome character
and sound health.
There are in existence several committees, having under consid-
eration various ways in which the school may-be made a more ef-
ficient instrument in the making of our future citizens. Affiliation
with other organizations seeking the same end will be accomplished,
in order that we may be part of a country-wide movement. The op-
portunities for bad influences in the life of children found in the
neighborhood will be discovered and checked so far as possible. The
physical conditions of the school plant will be regularly examined,
and possible improvements suggested and secured. The possibilities
of a larger use of the school plant for general neighborhood welfare
will be considered. There are many ways in which our school might
render a larger service to this community if the citizens intelligently
apprehend and advocate wise improvements. If rightly used, the
Parents' Club may be an important factor in the civic welfare of
our neighborhood.
But the discovery of those needs is possible only as there shall
be a large public co-operation. It would be easy for any one indi-
vidual to advocate some reform which should make the school bet-
ter for his child. But the peculiar needs of that child might be very
different from those of others. It is only as we shall know con-
cretely the difficulties which meet all the children in their educa-
tional life, that we shall be able to understand how to co-operate with
the school. If parents know of any mental pecularities in their chil-
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 [U
niv
ers
ity
 of
 O
tag
o]
 at
 10
:25
 06
 Ja
nu
ary
 20
15
 
A PARENT SCHOOL CLUB. 577
dren, they should let the principal and the teacher know. Do you
not remember many a bitter moment in your own school life occa-
sioned by ignorance on the part of the teacher of your temperament
or your physical condition? "We are not acting fairly by our school
if we do not take the trouble to inform the teachers of those traits
in our children which they ought to know. And on the other hand,
some of us do not know our own children as well as we think. "We
may receive through an acquaintance with the school life of the child
revelations which surprise us. "When we think for a moment of the
opportunities for falsehood and deception leading to a double life
as the child passes from the home to the school and again from
school to the home without any co-operation between the.two, and
without any inquiry on our part in order to discover whether home
and school are working together for the child's welfare, some of us
ought to feel twinges of conscience. "We are more largely responsible
than we sometimes think for the success or the failure of our educa-
tional institutions.
I hope, therefore, that the members of the club this coming year
will undertake to promote a more cordial co-operation between the
school and the home, so that the life of our children may not be dis-
tracted and benumbed by conflicting ideals due to ignorance on our
part. This club either by the voluntary interest of its members, or
by a series of investigations under the direction of committees could
furnish the teachers with such a knowledge of home conditions that
they could plan wisely to correlate the work of the schoolroom with
the hours of play or study at home. Parents, by gaining an accurate
knowledge of the difficulties which children encounter at school
might by a little co-operative help save many a boy or girl from the
disappointment of failing to attain promotion. But above all, such
attempts at co-operation would make us all more sensitive to prob-
lems with which the educators of our city are wrestling, and would
make our influence and our interest more likely to bear fruit in the
direction of better equipped schools. It is safe to say that we shall
have just about as good .schools in this city as we deserve to have.
If we are really in earnest in our endeavors, it cannot fail to show
itself in improved conditions.
Let us then, in the months before us use the opportunity offered
by this club in such a way that the principal and the teachers of the
Ray School shall feel the positive help of our active interest and co-
operation, and that we shall all be gaining the necessary information
which shall make possible a genuine and permanent advance in the
wholesomen'ess of this great community enterprise.
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